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A RESOLUTION to recognize and honor James Aaron Sutcliffe on 

the occasion of his 100th birthday. 
 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that we should pay tribute to those citizens who are celebrating 

special occasions in their estimable lives; and 

WHEREAS, James Aaron Sutcliffe of Sparta will celebrate his 100th birthday on February 

13, 2022, a milestone commemorated as yet another precious souvenir of life's rich pageant; 

and 

WHEREAS, born in Ionia, Michigan, in 1922, James Sutcliffe is the son of Ewert Lenton 

Sutcliffe and Erma McCormick Sutcliffe; he graduated from Hillsdale High School in 1940 and 

attended Cassidy Technical School from 1940 to 1941; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Sutcliffe entered the United States Army in November 1943 and was 

honorably discharged on November 22, 1945, at the rank of Corporal; during his military 

service, he was captured on September 4, 1944, and held as a prisoner of war until May 1, 

1945; and 

WHEREAS, prior to entering the Army, Mr. Sutcliffe served as an employee of Stinson 

Aircraft from 1942 to 1943; following his discharge, he returned to Stinson Aircraft, where he 

served from 1945 until he began work as an independent construction contractor in 1947; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Sutcliffe worked as a contractor until 1960, when he was hired as 

Superintendent of Transportation for the Wayne-Westland School District in Michigan; he later 

became Superintendent of New Construction and served the school district until his retirement 

in 1980; and 

WHEREAS, James Sutcliffe married Ola Smith on April 10, 1943, and their joyful union 

produced two children, Rita Sutcliffe and Barry Sutcliffe; and 
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WHEREAS, as James Sutcliffe enters his eleventh decade, he is still a positive force for 

good, admired for his wisdom, spirit of generosity, integrity, and enthusiasm for life; he is an 

inspiration to many; and 

 WHEREAS, we wish to grasp this golden opportunity to recognize one of Tennessee's 

most outstanding citizens on this very special occasion; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor and congratulate James Aaron 

Sutcliffe on the celebration of his 100th birthday and extend to him our best wishes for many 

happy returns of the day. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


